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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0303 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: FT PINT PORG OAU 

SUBJ: OAU AND TFAI 

SUMMARY: SENIOR OAU OFFICIAL HAS EXPRESSED FOLLOWING VIEWS ON 
DJIBOUTI: A) HE OPTIMISTIC OVER POSSIBLITY OF PEACEFUL TRANSITION 
TO INDEPENDENCE IN TFAI, B) GOF MAY INVITE OAU AND ARAB LEAGUE 
TO OBSERVE REFERENDUM AND ELECTIONS, C) FRENCH MILITARY 
PRESENCE LIKELY AFTER INDEPENDENCE, D) INDEPENDENCE LIKELY PRIOR 
TO OAU LIBREVILLE SUMMIT, E) OAU LIVERATION COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 
ON DJIBOUTI ISSUE DURING LUSAKA MEETING WOULD BE PRO-FORMA. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN DECEMBER 18 CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFFS, OAU ASSISTANT SECGEN 
PETER ONU EXPRESSED OPTIMISM OVER DEVELOPMENTS IN FRENCH SONALI- 
LAND. HE STATED HE HAD ALWAYS BEEN OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE FUTURE 
OF DJIBOUTI AND THAT, OTHER THAN A FEW ''INCIDENTS" DURING ELEC- 
TIONS, HE EXPECTED A PEACEFUL TRANSITION TO INDEPENDENCE. 
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HE INDICATED SATISFACTION WITH UN RESOLUTION TO INDPENDENCE. 

HE INDICATED SATISFACTION WITH UN RESOLUTION ON DJIBOUTI, 

AND EXPRESSED VIEW THAT PRESIDENT SIAD'S STATEMENT AFTER 
ORIGIANL SOMALI RESERVATIONS HAD CLARIFIED GSDR POSITION 
AS BEING ONE OF NON-INTERVENTION. 
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2. ONU STATED THAT OAU EXPECTING TO RECEIVE FROM GOF IN VERY 
NEAR FUTURE INVITATION TO OBSERVE APRIL REFERENDUM AND ELEC- 
TIONS. HE STATED OAU WOULD TASK COMMITTEE FOR EIGHT, WHO HAD 
CARRIED OUT OAU FACT-FINDING MISSION ON DJIBOUTI, WITH OBSERVER 
ROLE. HE ALSO INDICATED POSSIBILITY THAT ARAB LEAGUE AND 

UN WOULD BE INVITED TO OBSERVE. AFTER EMBOFF COMMENTED THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN NO ANNOUNCEMENT ON ELECTIONS IN TFAI, ONU 
NOTED NO DECSION YET MADE. BUT ELECTIONS WERE INEVITABLE. 

ONU STATED ELECTIONS COULD BE HELD WITHIN MONTH. TFAI POLITI- 
CIANS PREPARING FOR ELECTIONS, AND THAT LPAI COULD NOT LIVE IN 
LONG RUN WITH STATUS QUO IN DJIBOUTI. HE CHARACTERIZED HASSAN 
GUOULED AS A FATHER FIGURE, AND STATED AHMED DINI REAL POWER OF 
LPAI. 

3. ONU NOTED EPMG HAD MORE APPREHENSHIONS OVER PRESENT SITUATION 
THAN SOMALIA, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW FACT ITS VITAL INTERESTS 

AT STAKE. HE THOUGHT PARIS CONFERENCE WOULD DECIDE MAJOR 
ISSUES ANDPREDICTED ALL PARTIES, INCLUDING MPL WOULD ATTEND. 

ONU CLEARLY IMPLIED THAT THERE WOULD BE FRENCH MILITARY 
PRESENCE IN DJIBOUTI AFTER INDEPENDENCE, CALMLY NOTING THAT 
AFRICANS READILY ACCEPTED FACT THAT FRENCH MAINTAINED MILITARY 
PRESENCE IN SEVERAL AFRICAN STATES. INDEPENDENCE WOULD 
COME BEFORE OAU LIBREVILLE SUMMIT, ONU STATED , SO THAT 
DJIBOUTI COULD TAKE ITS SEAT AT OAU SUMMIT. 

4. ONU NOTED OAU LIBIRATION COMMITTEE WOULD DISCUSS PRO 
FORMA TFAI QUESTION DURING ITS JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 3 MEETING 
IN LUSAKA. HE NOTED AOU HAD SMALL FUND FOR NEWLY-ESTABLISHED 
STATES. AND THAT DJIBOUTI WOULD PROBABLY RECEIVE SOME ASSIS 
TANCE FROM THAT FUND. 
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5. COMMENT: IF ELECTIONS HELD PRIOR TO INDEPENDENCE, 

LIKELIHOOD IS THAT LPAI WOULD IMPROVE ITS POLITICAL POSITION, AS 
NO DOUBT WOULD AHMED DINI. ANY INCREASE IN DINTS POWER WOULD 
BE CLEAR CAUSE FOR CONCERN BY EPMG WHICH CONSIDERS DINI AS HEAD 
OF PRO-SOMALI FACTION OF TFAI. 

TIENKEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INDEPENDENCE, POLITICAL SITUATION, UNGA RESOLUTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 20-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ADDIS00303 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770021-0854 
Format: TEL 
From: ADDIS ABABA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 89/aaaafqcb. tel 

Line Count: 109 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON MICROFILM, TEXT ON-LINE 
Message ID: 5aebe4dd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: ANOMALY 
Review Date: 01 -Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3676496 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> mcm 970827 

Subject: OAU AND TFAI SUMMARY: SENIOR OAU OFFICIAL HAS EXPRESSED FOLLOWING VIEWS ON DJIBOUTI: A) HE OPTIMISTIC OVER 

POSSIBLITY OF PEAC 

TAGS: PINT, ET, FT, OAU, PINT, PORG 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5aebe4dd-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



